FEBRUARY 2009 MESSAGE OF THE MONTH
THE VISA WAIVER PROGRAM AND THE ELECTRONIC SYSTEM FOR TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION

Effective January 12, 2009, the Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) is mandatory for all Visa Waiver Program travelers. You will be required to meet the passport requirement and obtain an authorization visa ESTA before traveling to the U.S. The purpose of your stay in the U.S. is 90 days or less for tourism or business.

The following countries participate in the Visa Waiver Program:

Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, San Marino, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and United Kingdom. 

Contact our office before making any travel arrangements. We will assist you with completing the information requested.

***********************************************************************************
Company pleads guilty to hiring illegals

In South Bend, Indiana, a company and its president have pleaded guilty to knowingly hiring illegal workers.
The company paid a fine of $210,000 in the U.S. District Court in South Bend. The president of Janco Composites, a company which makes fiberglass tubing in Mishawaka, Douglas Jaques, agreed to pay a $30,000 fine and to one year of probation. Mr. Jacques admitted employing illegals until the company plant was raided in March 2007 and 36 suspected workers were arrested for being undocumented aliens.
A  WIDOWED JAMAICAN IMMIGRANT CAN’T STAY IN THE USE
A Jamaican immigrant widow from Mahwah, NJ, whose husband died in the 2003 Staten Island ferry crash can’t stay in the United States, according to a federal appeals court.
Osserritta Robinson was no longer eligible for a green card because she had been married less than two years, according to the 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals. The two-year rule was designed to prevent sham marriages as argued by the Justice Department. The widow’s lawyer says he will turn to the US Supreme Court if the entire 21 judges will not rehear the case. 
A district court judge in Newark in 2007 ruled that immigration officials were wrong to terminate Robinson's green card application. 
*********************************************************************

LEGAL PERMANENT RESIDENT ARRESTED BY THE BORDER PATROL

In Sequim, WA, a Mexican-born immigrant was riding in a car when he was pulled over by Border Patrol, was put in a detention center, and has been released after a weekend of incarceration.

Jose Antonio Hernandez, a legal resident since 2000, has been convicted of reckless endangerment and of possessing a drug without prescription, which may qualify him for deportation.  According to his sister, the family immigrated to the U.S. about 23 years ago and that both are applying to become U.S. citizens.

Hernandez said that he and his driver, Daniel Rodriguez, were pulled over by the Border Patrol agents and didn’t say why they were stopped. One of the agents said that he recognized one of the men from previous encounters as eligible to be removed from the country, and that they just don’t randomly pulled vehicles over.

WATCH FOR OUR NEXT MESSAGE OF THE MONTH. Call us for immigration assistance at 202-638-2777, or visit our website at www. drgreencard.com.
