


FAYETTEVILLE : Sick daughter secures woman's stay in U.S.

BY ADAM WALLWORTH

Posted on Friday, January 9, 2009  
A daughter's illness, not four days alone in a Washington County holding cell, was enough to gain Adriana Torres-Flores legal permanent resident status. 

Torres-Flores, 39, of Springdale won a rare deportation reprieve this week in immigration proceedings prompted by a December 2007 arrest on misdemeanor charges of selling pirated CDs and DVDs. 

On March 6, Judge William Storey revoked her bail bond and sent Torres-Flores to a courthouse holding cell after she refused to plead guilty to the pirating charges. A bailiff left her in the cell until March 10 with no food or water in a case that gained national attention. 

"The law doesn't care about the hardship of the applicant, so the time Adriana spent locked up doesn't matter," Petty said. 

The judge won't take someone's word that their child is sick but must be given proof from doctors and nurses, Young said. They also will want to see prescriptions and medical reports, she said. 

"It's not every day that someone gets granted the relief," she said. 

Children, who often are born in the United States and are citizens, are involved in many of the cases where a person is granted relief, Young said, but a sick parent or spouse who is a citizen also can be used as a reason to stop deportation. She said she's seen a few cases where a spouse had cancer. 

Under the ruling, Torres-Flores can get a job and apply for citizenship in five years. 
The person seeking to stay in the U.S. also has to be of "good moral character," Petty said. 

Petty will file for permanent resident status for Torres-Flores' husband, Cruz Torres, although he won't be eligible for several years. Immigration officials said they don't anticipate arresting Torres, who also is in the country illegally. 
COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REVIEW    (
During President Bush’s news conference on Monday, 1/12/09, he brought up the subject of Comprehensive Immigration Reform. This is significant for two reasons.

First, he has given the signal to President-elect Obama that the Republicans are willing to work with him on such a program, and that the Republican Party intends to mend its fences with immigrants and their families.

This is positive news. 

For those who are interested in the subject, I suggest that you watch the news for the words COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM.   The more you hear these words in a variety of media, the more likely that it will be an agenda item for the Obama administration and that the Congress may reach it before the end of the year. 

Happy New Year. Keep hope alive! (
WATCH FOR OUR NEXT MESSAGE OF THE MONTH. Call us for immigration assistance at 202-638-2777, or visit our website at www. drgreencard.com.
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